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A Talk by Xan Chacko, PhD Candidate, UC Davis Cultural Studies 

Since the mid-twentieth century, seed banking has gained favor as the only long term, sustainable venture to 
prevent loss of biodiversity and secure our access to food in a troubled future climate. At the same time, all seed 
banking projects have been profoundly involved with state and industry interests, not just the protection of 
biodiversity. This project interrogates the practices that make seeds viable for study, experimentation, and 
storage, thereby participating in a particular world making project in the anthropocene - the new geologic 
epoch defined by the disturbance of the earth’s ecosystems by the figure of the anthropos. Today, I will 
elaborate on one material-semiotic process - the X-Ray screening - to study the production, interpretation, and 
use of images in the preparation of seeds for banking. 

By looking at the material traces of plants found in gardens, art, and seed banks, Xan 
Sarah Chacko investigates the narratives of species and type specimens in historical 
and contemporary scientific research, to propose a re-envisioning of credit in the 
traditional forms of authority. Xan is currently a doctoral candidate in Cultural 
Studies at UC Davis with designated emphases in Feminist Theory & Research, and 
Science & Technology Studies (STS). Xan examines the entangled processes of 
moving, making, and saving plants in seed banks, to ask how ex-situ seeds banks in a 
post-colonial 21st century era distinguish themselves from the colonial movement of 
botanical specimens for economic gains. Her dissertation is a comparative history of 
seed banking as a practice and as a particular strategy that has begun in the wake of 
the unprecedented anthropogenic environmental changes, including mass extinctions. 

Screening Nature's Potential: 
Care Practice in the Science of Saving Seeds 
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